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19 世纪中期以来印度民族主义叙事中的
女性想象嬗变

刘  鑫

摘要：自 1857 年印度民族大起义以来，在印度民族国家萌芽、建立、发展和

壮大的百余年间，女性被深入糅合进民族主义的塑造过程，支持并滋养各种民族

主义话语，服务于印度民族国家政权合法性的建构需求。随着时代的变迁，印度

民族主义叙事中的规范性女性气质发生了很大变化。19 世纪中后期，印度本土民

族主义精英面对英国殖民者的统治与西方文明使命话语的冲击，将提高女性地位

与民族现代化进程联系起来，塑造了有别于旧女性、底层女性和西方女性的印度“新

女性”。20 世纪上半叶，“印度母亲”作为一种“祖国母亲”式的隐喻结构和国

家的人格化表述，成为印度民族主义者实现民族动员和呼吁男人作战的象征力量，

爱国“母亲”纷纷以在家纺布和抵制洋货的形式支持民族主义事业，成为那个时

代的标志。印巴分治时期，印度民族主义者通过对女性身体的想象建构了民族国

家话语，女性担负起守护民族“纯洁性”和“荣誉”的双重使命，为保贞洁、不

被异族强奸或玷污而殉身的“印度教女性”便成为印度女性典范。独立后，一方面，

随着印度现代化进程加快，兼具传统与现代品质的“受教育的城市中产阶级职业

女性”成为印度优秀公民的代表；另一方面，女性在日益发展的印度教民族主义

运动中也扮演了煽动教徒情绪、唤醒女性反抗的积极主体角色。
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19 世纪中期以来印度民族主义叙事中的女性想象嬗变
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一、19世纪中后期反殖民的文化守护者：印度“新女性”
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aɝPartha Chatterjee, ñThe Nationalist Resolution of the Womenôs Questionò, in Kumkum Sangari and Sudesh 
Vaid eds., Recasting Women: Essays in Colonial History, New Brunswick, N. J.: Rutgers University Press, 1990, pp. 
237-239.
bɝPartha Chatterjee, The Nation and Its Fragments: Colonial and Postcolonial Histories, Princeton, N.J.: 

Princeton University Press, 1993, p. 122.
cɝTanika Sarkar, “The Hindu Wife and the Hindu Nation: Domesticity and Nationalism in Nineteenth Century 

Bengal”, Studies in History, Vol. 8, No. 2, 1992, p. 222. 
dɝPartha Chatterjee, The Nation and Its Fragments: Colonial and Postcolonial Histories, Princeton, N.J.: 

Princeton University Press, 1993, p. 130.
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二、20世纪上半叶消极反抗的精神象征：“印度母亲”
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cɝMrinalini Sinha, Colonial Masculinity: the “Manly Englishman” and the “Effeminate Bengali” in the Late 
Nineteenth Century, Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1995. 
dɝManisha Sethi, “Avenging Angels and Nurturing Mothers: Women in Hindu Nationalism”, Economic and 

Political Weekly, Vol.37, No.16, 2002, p. 1545.
eɝAmrita Basu, ñThe Gendered Imagery and Womenôs Leadership of Hindu Nationalismò, Reproductive Health 

Matters, Vol.4, No.8, 1996, p. 73.
fɝ ɦł◌ ЮŃΆ◌ ζτ ɧ ɦ╧ЖΖ╧Ж ɧ 0.0. 1 /.6 ɟ
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aɝSumathi Ramaswamy, The Goddess and the Nation: Mapping Mother India, Durham and London: Duke 
University Press, 2010, pp. 98-112.
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cɝל Sumathi Ramaswamy, The Goddess and the Nation: Mapping Mother India, Durham and London: Duke 
University Press, 2010, p. 33。
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eɝBankimcandra Chatterji, Julius J. Lipner trans., The Sacred Brotherhood [Anandamath], New York: Oxford 
University Press, 2005, p. 145.
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aɝKumari Jayawardena, Feminism and Nationalism in the Third World, London: Zed Press, 1986, p. 97.
bɝTanika Sarkar, “Nationalist Iconography: Image of Women in 19th Century Bengali Literature”, Economic 

and Political Weekly, Vol.22, No.47, 1987, pp. 2011-2015.
cɝAshis Nandy, The Intimate Enemy: Loss and Recovery of Self under Colonialism, Bombay: Oxford 

University Press, 1983, pp. 53-54.
dɝKetu H. Katrak, ñIndian Nationalism, Gandhian óSatyagrahaô, and Representations of Female Sexualityò, 

in Andrew Parker, Mary Russo, Doris Sommer and Patricia Yaeger eds., Nationalisms & Sexualities, New York and 
London: Routledge, 1992, p. 396, p. 399.
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三、印巴分治时期种族排他性标志：“贞洁的印度教女性”
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我听说很多女人不想丢掉荣誉而选择了死亡。许多男人杀死了自己的

妻子。我认为这真的很伟大，因为我知道这些事情会让印度变得勇敢。……

这些女人英勇地离开了人世，她们未曾出卖个人荣誉。并非她们觉得生命

不珍贵，而是觉得与其被穆斯林强迫皈依伊斯兰教，糟蹋她们的身体，不

如一死了之。于是这些女人便就义了。她们不在少数，而是相当之多。我

听到这些消息时，为印度有如此勇敢的女性而欢喜不已。d
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aɝUrvashi Butalia, “A Question of Silence: Partition, Women and the State”, in Ronit Lentin ed., Gender and 
Catastrophe, London and New York: Zed Books, 1997, p. 93.
bɝBapsi Sidhwa, Cracking India, Minneapolis: Milkweed Editions, 1991, p. 101.
cɝRitu Menon and Kamla Bhasin, Borders and Boundaries: Women in India’s Partition, New Delhi: Kali for 

Women, 1998, p. 215.
dɝMohandas K. Ghandi, ñSpeech at a Prayer Meeting ð September 18, 1947ò, in Pushpa Joshi ed., Gandhi on 

Women, Ahmedabad: Centre for Womenôs Development Studies and Navajivan Trust, 1988, p. 360.
eɝBhisham Sahni, Tamas, New Delhi: Penguin Books India, 1988, p. 199.
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